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Ms. Alva E. Smith

Federal Election Commission
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Dear Ms. Smith:

This letter will confirm our telephone conversation of September 19, 2000 in-
which I related that the letter from the Federal Election Commission issued August 18,
2000 but mailed August 23, 2000 had arrived at American Legion National Headquarters
while we were away at our National.Convention in Milwaukee. It was misaddressed to
' the Editor of the American Legion Auxiliary Magazine but deals with an advertisement
Tﬁ in The American Legion Magazine. Accordingly, we have just gotten to the letter. I
fii telephoned to advise that we need thirty (30) days to do a full and complete investigation
’ of subject advertisement, which is hereby requested. '

Nonetheless, I can advise that I do not believe the Federal Election Commission
has any jurisdiction in the matter. The advertisement in question concerned macular
degeneration and contained a picture of a computer screen on which the name “George
Bush”.appeared. Further down on the same screen is a reference to the former president.
It is absolutely crystal clear that this reference was to the former president, not to a
candidate. Hence, there is no jurisdiction in the Federal Election Commission because no
candidate is involved. In addition, the text of the advertisement is clearly an
advertisement for a commercial product that has nothing to do with any election and is
clearly not an endorsement..

You also asked that I certify that I am counsel for The American Legion. As
National Judge Advocate of The American Legion, I am the general counsel. I am a
“licensed” attorney in Pennsylvania, Maryland, D.C. and Indiana.

Jational Judge Advocate . .

cc: JeffS. Jordan, Supéfvisory Attorney



